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TALL ORDERS: Using Collapsible Fiberglass Masts� ��

By James Varner, AE6N 
Special to The ARS Sojourner 

When operating portable in the Southwest sometimes it is difficult to find a convenient tree to suspend your antenna. Using a coll-
lapsible pole has come to my rescue on several occasions. Using these poles can be awkward to erect, guy, and connect an an-
tenna. Here are some things that can be done to remove the awkwardness of erecting a fiber-
glass pole. 

First, the masts needs to be secured at the base. This can 
be done by driving a screwdriver or similar object into 
the ground. Next unscrew the bottom cap off the mast 
and slide it over the screwdriver.  This will keep the base 
from slipping around and may even hold the mast in a 
vertical position until guyed.    

To guy the mast, take a PVC T (3/4 inch for a 20 ft 
mast) and cut the top half . Drill a hole in each end to secure the guy lines and slip the PVC 

over the mast as shown in the photo.    

The next step is securing the antenna to the 
mast. Take a small section of PVC tubing and 
drill holes in the middle and at the ends. The 
hole in the center will be fairly small. Secure 
your antenna to the PVC by inserting the mast 
in the center hole. This will work for a variety 
of antennas.   

The antenna shown in the photo is a dipole fed 
with a half-wave, 300 ohm line which does not need a tuner.   

James Varner, AE6N, is an avid QRPer, outdoorsman and field operator living in Lake Havasu City, AZ. � ��
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Monday Night Net (7 PM)

 

System Location Freq  Offset PL 
MCARS Bullhead City 145.27 - 131.8 

�Kingman 146.76 - 131.8 
�Kingman 448.25 - 131.8 

�Lake Havasu 146.61 - 131.8 
�Willow Beach 147.12 - 131.8 

CRRA Lake Havasu City 146.96 - 162.2 

�Lake Havasu City 224.24 - 156.7 

�Lake Havasu City 449.95 - 141.3 
BARN Lake Havasu City 447.54 - 136.5 

�Las Vegas, NV 449.95 � 136.5 

�Onyx(Palm Springs) 449.34 - 136.5 
�Orange County, CA 447.54 - 100 

�Lake Havasu City 146.64 - 156.7 
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Amateur Radio Antenna "CC&R Bill" Reintroduced in Congress 
NEWINGTON, CT, Sep 23, 2005--New York Congressman Steve Israel has reintroduced legislation 
that could make it easier for radio amateurs living in communities with deed covenants, conditions 
and restrictions (CC&Rs) to erect suitable antennas.   
 
The one-sentence measure is identical to the text of the CC&R bill that has been introduced in the last 
two sessions of Congress: "For purposes of the Federal Communications Commission's regulation re-
lating to station antenna structures in the Amateur Radio Service (47 CFR 97.15), any private land use 
rules applicable to such structures shall be treated as a state or local regulation and shall be subject to 
the same requirements and limitations as a state or local regulation." 
 
The measure would put private land-use regulations, such as homeowners' association rules, on the 
same legal plane as state or local zoning regulations under the FCC's PRB-1 limited federal preemp-
tion regarding antenna structures--§97.15 of the Amateur Service rules. PRB-1 now applies only to 
states and municipalities. 
 
I urge each and everyone of you to write or email your Representative regarding this proposed legisla-
tion.  The ARRL has made it easy for you.  Simply go to http://www.arrl.org/govrelations/hr3876/ for 
a sample letter and to locate your Representative.  If you do not have computer capability, see me and 
I’ll help you out.—��������
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LBARA October Guest Speaker 
�

The LBARA October meeting is scheduled for Thursday 
the 20th at the Lake Havasu City branch of the Mohave 
County Library.  Our guest speaker for the night will be 
Tom Allen, the Assistant Manager of the AES Las Vegas 

store.  So bring you shopping lists (and wish lists) and 
we’ll see all of you there at 7:00 PM.  

The library address is as follows: 

1787 McCulloch Boulevard 

           Lake Havasu City, AZ 86403-8847 

TOM, W7TAA                                              

�

LEE (W7AX) AND DICK (W7ZR) HARD AT 
WORK DURING THE KINGMAN HAMFEST 

Hmmm...IF I WIN IT, I WON’T HAVE TO BUY 
IT!........REINER (KD5MBA) 

WILL THAT FIT IN MY NEW IN MY NEW 
MOTOR HOME?    DICK (W7DXJ) 

SCENES FROM THE 2005 KINGMAN ARC 
HAMFEST 
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� � IN CASE OF EMERGENCY 
I’m sure you have seen this written on many things through the years, for example on the little red boxes 
that say “In Case of Emergency – Break Glass”.  But what should you do as an amateur radio opera-

tor…in case of emergency?  Well before I can give you a definitive answer to that, I need to talk about a 
few things.   

There are basically 6 repeaters in Lake Havasu City that I have information about and all are linked to other repeaters.  Some are 
linked locally and some have a wider area of coverage.  Let’s talk about them in ascending order based on coverage��

First (second and third) is the Colorado River Repeater Association repeater(s) (CRRA).  This is a local system that covers Lake 
Havasu City.  There are three repeaters, a 2-meter machine in the southeastern part of town, a 70-centimeter (440 MHz) machine in 
the west central part of town (on the island at site 6) and a 1.25-meter machine (220 MHz) in the north central part of town.  The 
link is a full time link.  You can come in on any of the repeaters and will be coming out on all of them.  �

Next (fourth) is the LBARA (club) primary 2-meter repeater.  Currently this machine is on the north side of town.  It has pretty 
good coverage throughout most of town.  We are looking for a new home for this repeater with more height, which will give it bet-
ter/wider coverage.  This repeater is part of MCARS (Mohave County Amateur Radio System).  MCARS is a linked repeater sys-
tem that links the repeater here in Lake Havasu City (2-meter), the one in Bullhead City (2-meter), the one in Kingman (2-meter as 
well as 70-centimeter) and the one in Willow Beach (near Dolan Springs 2-meter).  Again this is a full time link, so you can come 
in on any of the repeaters and will be coming out on all of them.  This is handy if you are going to Laughlin and need to contact 
someone here in Lake Havasu City or Kingman.  Use the repeater in Bullhead and you will be heard in all of the other locations. 

Fifth is the second LBARA (club) 2-meter repeater.  It is located in the central part of town (at the police station).  It has pretty 
good coverage all over town.   This repeater is not linked to any other repeaters. 

Sixth (and last) is the BARN system 70-centimeter repeater.  This is part of a multi-state system when the link is on.  It may be 
used locally by anyone, but multi-state access is limited to members only except in an emergency.  This repeater is on Crossman 
Peak (the mountains east of Havasu) and has very good coverage all over town. 

There are other repeaters in town, but I don’t have specific information on them. 

So what do you do in an emergency?  Well if you are trying to contact someone in town, use any of the CRRA repeaters, the 
LBARA second repeater, or as a last resort the BARN 70-centimeter machine. 

If you need to contact someone in Kingman or Bullhead or Dolan Springs, use the clubs primary repeater.   

Where do you find the frequency and PL for all of these?  Well we have been printing most of them in the Static for many months, 
as they are the frequencies we use for our weekly net.  The frequency for the club’s second repeater can be found on our web site.  
Take the time to set all of them up in your HT’s memory and your mobile and base radios as well so you’ll be ready when the time 
comes. 

Let’s hope that we never have an emergency, but now you know a little about what to do.  If you would like more information, sign 
up for one of the ARRL courses.  I’d start with “Level 1 Amateur Radio Emergency Communications” and go from there.   

Have Fun 

de N6BRH (Bruce) 

�

Change Of Meeting Location For November 
The Library informs me that they have a conflict in scheduling, so the room where we have 
our meetings is not available on the date we normally meet.  I’ll get back to you when I have 
more information. 

de N6BRH (Bruce) 



��

��������	
��������	���	�������	
        
 OLD PUEBLO RADIO CLUB/TUCSON REPEATER ASSOCIATION - Kino Sports Park,   
  2500 East Ajo Road, Tucson, AZ.  October 15, 2005.  Contact John Clor, N7SQQ at     
  520.400.6446 or email: n7gv@aol.com.   

 SUPERSTITION AREC - Mesa Community College, SW Parking Lot, 1833 W. Southern Ave, 
 December 3, 2005.  See:  www.hamfest.wb7tjd.org. 

 WESTFEST (Thunderbird ARC) - January 14, 2006. Glendale Community College, 59th & 
 Olive Ave, Glendale, AZ.  See: www.w7tbc.org. 

 YUMA AMATEUR RADIO HAMFEST ORGANIZATION - Yuma County Fairgrounds, 2520 
 East 32nd Street, Yuma, AZ.  February 17-19, 2006.  See: www.yumahamfest.com.     

FOR SALE/TRADE 
ALINCO DX77 MOBILE TRANSCEIVER - 100 w, 166-6m, CW filter, Re-
movable Face Plate, Jim Varner, AE6N, 680.7259 

 KENWOOD 857D - 160—2 + 440, 100w HF, 50w 2m, 20w 440, (also includes 60m), 200 
memories, spectrum display, electronic keyer, removable front panel.  New in box, never used.  Won 
at hamfest, but have no use for it.  Asking $700. Jim Sterling, WB7NOE, 855.4488 (HM), 727.1964 
(Cell) or email: jimar@npgcable.com 

On-Line Amateur Radio Courses 
�

Some time ago we told you about an on-line course to get your 
Technician License offered by the ARRL.  I was told that it is a 
very good course.  I have now learned of yet another on-line 
course.  Actually there are three courses.  They are offered by 
W1SJ and include the Technician License Course, the General 
License Course and an Amateur Extra Class Course.  The cost 
is $59 for the Technician or General course and $99 for the Ex-
tra Class course (each course includes a study manual).  The 
student is expected to complete either the Technician or Gen-
eral course in a month or less or two months or less for the Ex-
tra.  To get more information or take a sample lesson or to en-
roll, go to: 

http://www.hamclass.net 

Good luck! 

73 de N6BRH 

My wife won’t let me buy a van 
and trick it out like this.  Sz it’s too 
gawdy!  I don’t think so….Do you? 
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This month starts a new column where I hope to 
pass along news and tips regarding just another 
aspect of the hobby- Dxing and Contesting.  I hope 
this will provide some interest and any suggestions 
as to what you would like to see covered will be 
appreciated. 

DX 
The hot news is actually what was.  K7C from Kure Atoll was a very successful DX Pedition to a hotly sought after DXCC 
country.  Kure is the northernmost atoll in the Hawaiian archipelago.  12 On-site hams and many support people pulled off an 
historic operation.  This was the first time that you could see your call sign on a web site just shortly after you worked the sta-
tion.  The system combined amateur radio with the internet and a satellite. The web site also displayed the bands and modes that 
you have successfully worked the station.  Another innovative feature was that the site displayed what bands and modes were 
currently being operated by the expedition.   

I am hoping that the site will still be up as we publish.  Check it out at http://www.cordell.org/htdocs/KURE/index.html .  Click 
on the DXA link on the right side of the page.  You can check your call or friends calls to see how they did. 

There still are some bugs to be worked out but look for this to happen more frequently on future operations.  In 11 days of op-
eration this team worked 52,118 stations in 10 days.  Are you in the log? 

The grand daddy of all DX awards programs is the ARRL’s DXCC.  Awarded to any amateur with 100 or more confirmed 
QSOs with 100 or more different countries it is the most honored of all DX awards.  The program has been in effect since 1945 
and operates with some of the most strict policies to ensure the integrity of the program. 

I have been chasing DX for all of my 51 years in the hobby.  The excitement comes with the contact with the DX station, the 
receipt of the confirmation, and the recognition of this award program.   

This month there is a great opportunity to increase your country count and to participate in the oldest DX contest sponsored by 
CQ magazine CQ World Wide.  A little about that in the contesting part of the column.   

 DX stations to watch for this month: 

A61Q United Arab Emirates – 30M around 1530Z 

TO5R Reunion Island 

TX5M Mayotte – Rare one 10/10 thru 10/14 

XU7TAS Cambodia- Easier one for us west coasters 10/30-11/10 

CN2R Morroco- He always listens for west coast- During CQ WW 

VK9XD Christmas Island- CQ WW 

ZD8Z Ascension Island- During CQWW- pretty easy from west coast 

CONTEST 
As previously mentioned the “big one” is this month.  CQ World Wide DX SSB contest attracts more stations world wide than 
any other operating event.  Remember you don’t have to be a big gun in this one.  Little pistols can have a lot of fun picking off 
needed countries or just giving some of those dx contest stations a much needed contact. 

A few suggestions are rules for this one should you want to participate.  The contest starts at 5 PM MT on Friday October 28 
(000Z 10/29) and goes through Sunday October 30 (2400Z 10/30).  If you are new to this contest I suggest you listen a bit to 
hear the exchanges and understand the timings and routines.  In this contest we (U.S. stations) may only work other DX coun-
tries.  So call a DX station.   

Let’s say you are calling my friend Elvin in Japan JA3CZY.  You should just transmit your call until acknowledged.  Once ac-
knowledged JA3CZY will give you a report that consists of your signal report, always 59 in a contest, and his CQ zone number, 
25 for all stations in Japan.  You will then come back with 59 and our zone number 3.  So the exchange will be “59  3”.  He will 
then thank you or give you the QSL and you are in the log. 

So much to cover and so little time and space.  Please if there is a topic you would like to see covered, drop me a note. Or if you 
want more on the topics covered here call me or send an email. 

CQ DX …….CQ CONTEST 
  By Dick W7ZR�
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LBARA OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS  

      
 Bruce Hunt  President 

 Jerry France  Vice-President 

 Bill Carrao  Treasurer 

 Anita Hansen  Secretary 

 Dick Jernigan  Director (1 YR) 

 Mike Burson  Director (1 YR) 

 Jim Gould  Director (2 YR) 

 Reiner Schick  Director (2 YR) 

 John Hunter  Sgt-at-Arms 

 Dave Holm  Web Master 

 Jerry France  Static Editor 

FROM THE EDITOR 
 If you have anything you would like to see included in 
these issues, please let me know. I’m always looking for 
articles, news items, construction articles, or anything 
that might be of interest to our readers.  You can contact 
me at 928.855.7941 or email at grf@uneedspeed.net or 

francej@ajsinsurance.com. 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE 

www.lbara.net 

THE .61 MACHINE IS MOVING 
(COVERAGE FROM BHC TO YUMA FROM BLACK MEADOW MOUNTAIN) 

LBARA will be soon be moving its re-
peater from Mike Burson’s home 
(KB7YKY) in Lake Havasu City to the 
top of Black Meadow Mountain.  This 
will provide coverage from the northern 
portions of Mohave County all the way 
south to Yuma, AZ.  This site belongs to 
the Metropolitan Water District through 
the auspices of Don Nash, KH6WDM.  
The site includes a weather-proof build-
ing, power, and a separate tower.  

Stay tuned for further details. 

View to the north.  LHC and the island can be seen just left of center on this picture 

Don 
Nash 
KG6
WDM  
at the 
site 

The 
new 
home 
of the 
61 
rptr. 

The new antenna’s tower 
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