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A MESSAGE FOR NEW DX’ERS
(from N6SPE’s Blog)

New Dxers are vital to our hobby. As we get older, we need younger people
to fill the ranks of Dxers and to not only keep the traditions of DXing alive
but to grow and further the hobby.
DXing or “chasing” DX is a lot of fun. It builds on your knowledge of geography and propagation. It can enable you to meet and make friends all over
the world.
I started in ham radio in 1982 but I didn’t become a serious Dxer until about
1992. At that time, solar conditions were extremely good and I worked the
world daily on 10 meters with ten watts. DXing has provided me with immense pleasure and satisfaction in
the following years. I would like to offer some tips to new Dxers to help you enjoy the hobby as much as I
have.
Here are my tips:
Use the Grey Line: Learn about the “Grey Line” and how it changes with the seasons. Understand the concept of chasing DX in the grey line periods. I find my best DX at sunrise and sunset.
Know your rig. Today’s rigs are full of features and it’s easy to embarrass yourself if you don’t understand
the complexity of your rig. Most importantly understand how to operate “Split” which
means transmitting on a frequency different that the receiving frequency.
Written Resources: There are good books available about how to hone and improve
your DXing skills. I like AC6V’s DXing 101. You can buy it online at Amazon.com or
at most Ham Radio stores.
(continued on page 3)
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JANUARY MEETING PROGRAM
3X5A
VooDoo’s 2007 DXpedtion To Guinee, W. Africa
For the fourteenth consecutive year the Voo Doo’s
contest group are on the move! Travel along with
the team as they move 2,000 pounds of equipment
600 miles overland with two AK-47-toting guards.
Watch them put up eight antennas for the CQ
World-wide CW contest in November 2000, hear
their massive pileups, and more. This multi-multi
team made 14,864 QSOs, worked 180 Zones, 708
countries and racked up a total of 39.3 million
points.

LOCATION
LAKE HAVASU CITY
BULLHEAD CITY
KINGMAN
LAKE HAVASU CITY
LAKE HAVASU CITY
LAKE HAVASU CITY
LAKE HAVASU CITY
HAVASU LANDING
NEEDLES, CA
LAKE HAVASU CITY
LAKE HAVASU CITY

LOCAL REPEATERS
FREQUENCY OFFSET
448.60
146.82
147.24
146.96
146.62
146.70
146.64
147.03
147.30
449.13
447.54

DOWN
DOWN
DOWN
DOWN
DOWN
DOWN
DOWN
UP
UP
DOWN
DOWN

PL
123.00
123.00
123.00
162.20
131.80
131.80
156.70
156.70
156.70
67.00
136.80
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SYSTEM
MCARS LINKED
MCARS LINKED
MCARS LINKED
W7DXJ
K7LHC
K7LHC
K7LHC EOC
SB SHERIFF
SB SHERIFF
WINLINK
BARN SYSTEM

(continued from page 1)

Don’t be timid afraid: Don’t be afraid or timid. Jump into the fray and make some contacts. Listen closely to
what the DX station is saying and follow his instructions. Use common courtesy and obey the rules and band
plans.
Embrace CW: CW is a fantastic mode of operation. CW signals propagate better than SSB or RTTY signals.
You can find better DX on CW than any other mode. Don’t be afraid to learn CW. There are good methods
that can make it easier. The CWops Club (www.cwops.org) provides CW training to anyone that wants to
learn. It is a fantastic program.
Avoid the herd mentality: When you find yourself in a pileup and chasing DX, listen to the DX and you can
often recognize a pattern of where or how he is listening. Try to avoid the herd mentality and go Up 5 or Up
10. Consider calling the DX up 7.3 or 8.6 anywhere in between is probably a good place. Many guys are using
panadapters and are calling where the last Dxer worked. From the DX end, this often complicates things and
often the DX will move around looking for signals “in the clear” That might be you!
DX University: Consider one of the DX University sessions held in your area. They are a great resource for
new and experienced Dxer. You can find out about upcoming sessions at http://www.DXuniversity.com
Your antenna: The antenna is one of the most important elements of successful DXing. Its more important
than a high quality receiver and certainly more important than an Amplifier. I like many, started out with a
vertical, then a dipole and later a Yagi and finally a big Yagi with a long boom. Focus on your antenna as a
means to become a successful Dxer.
Find an Elmer: An “Elmer” is a mentor who helps you understand and improve your skills. An Elmer can
show you how to be more successful and can increase your enjoyment of the hobby. You might ask some local Dxers for advice or attend a DX Club meeting or a ham radio event. If you identify a potential Elmer, ask
if you can visit his shack and see how he operates. Often enthusiasm is contagious and a good Elmer can inspire you. This relationship can be quite beneficial if both are compatible as such.
Web Resources: There is a lot of good information on the Web. This is a good place to start: http://nu8z.net/
dx-tutorial/
Have Fun! DXing is fun. Yes it can be frustrating at times, but overall it should be fun and enjoyable. If you
are not having fun, there must be something wrong. When you find yourself pulling your hair out or shutting
down in frustration, talk to your friends or your Elmer. Examine what you might do to improve the situation.
Don’t let other people spoil your fun!
(Edior’s Note: Paul Ewing, N6PSE, is a avid Dx’er, Dxpeditioner, and maintains a DX Blog
at https://n6pse.wordpress.com/)

WELCOME TO THE LBARA NET
The LBARA Net is up and running now. Join us every Tuesday night
at 6:30 p.m. on the Club’s new repeater. The repeater is on 146.700
(-) with a PL of 131.8.
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2014 LBARA’S CHRISTMAS PARTY PIC’S
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SATURDAY MORNING’S BREAKFAST
HAS MOVED!
You’re all invited to join LBARA members for a great breakfast each and
every Saturday morning at a new location, Peggy’s Sunrise Café. Peggy’s is
located at 1584 Countryshire. Breakfast is served at 6 a.m. (or earlier if you
want a good seat!) Most important, the food is great!!!!

Upcoming Activities and Hamfests
February 13/14, 2015 - YUMA HAMFEST - Yuma County Fairgrounds, 2520 E. 32NE Street, Yuma, AZ
March 14, 2015 - PALM SPRINGS HAMFEST- Palm Spring Pavilion, 401 S. Pavilion Way, Palm Springs, CA
March 21, 2015 - SCOTTSDALE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB HAMFEST, Scottsdale, AZ (details to follow)

Are you looking to upgrade your license?
Give our VE Exam Team a call.
See Ed Gillespie, AB7EM at #453.7412
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FOR SALE
______________________________________________________________________________________
811H Amplifier (includes 572 and 2 sets of 811 tubes) - $650

MFJ 989D Tuner (Versa Tuner V) $250

Yaesu FT-530 Handheld $75

Alpha Delta DX-EE Antenna $60

Kenwood TH22AT Handheld $30

Hustler HUS-GT -144 (w/manual) $100

For more information or to make offers please contact:
Jackson Longaker (KF7MJC), 764.3052 or <jecookie@frontiernet.net>
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE
www.lbara.net

FROM THE EDITOR
If you have anything you would like to see included in
these issues, please let me know. I’m always looking for
articles, news items, construction articles, or anything
that might be of interest to our readers. You can contact
me at 928.855.7941 or email at grf@npgcable.com.
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L.B.A.R.A
P.O. BOX 984
LAKE HAVASU CITY
ARIZONA 86405

ATTENTION READERS
Please note that this issue represents a “work-in-progress”
and there are a number of changes to be made in subsequent issues. I would greatly appreciate your comments,
both good and bad, as well as any suggestions for future
issues. This issue also begins our first attempt to deliver
the STATIC to your doorstep electronically. Please keep
me abreast of any email address changes you may have and
I promise to have this delivered promptly and accurately.
Also, I still have a number of articles awaiting publication
and will do so in the future. This is your newsletter, so
keep the articles, letters, and pictures coming. I can be
reached at home (855.7941) or via email at
grf@npgcable.com .
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EQUIPMENT FOR
SALE
EDITOR’S NOTE : List your items for sale
here. Ham radio related only, please. Include a
picture if you like (please use a jpg format).
Email all to me at grf@npgcable.com) along
with your name and phone number.

