London Bridge Amateur Radio Association

STATIC
SEPTEMBER 2017
From the President’s Desk……Garry Fisher K9WZB
Summer is over most places and where did it go. What a great summer Sharon and
I had this year motoring around the country side. We were able to meet a number
of hams on the road and attended a few ham conventions. All things sooner or later
come to an end and here we are in September wondering where the months flew by
so quickly.
The best thing about September is we get back to having our club meeting and get
to see some of our friends locally and from afar.
We did have a summer school class in June that was interesting and informative.
Getting back to our club we are once again looking at an exciting 2nd half of the
year. We have several things that came up over the summer. I am looking forward
to hear more about the status of the Mesh system (Amateur Radio Emergency Data
Network) that is now in operation.

The next Ham Radio Meeting will be one you won’t want to miss. We have Lyndia,
from the Lighthouse club who will be presenting a program about the 25 lighthouses
that have been placed around Lake Havasu. These one-third the size of the original
light houses are replicas of the famous lighthouses that are located around the
country on large lakes and oceans from East Coast to West Coast.
This will be an introduction to the Special Event Stations that will take place starting
November 4th at each of the lighthouses along Lake Havasu.
(continued on page 3)

LBARA MEETING SCHEDULE

MONTH

BOARD

REGULAR

SEPT
OCT
NOV
DEC
JAN

NOTE: BOARD
MEETINGS WILL NOW
TAKE PLACE ONE
HOUR PRIOR TO THE
REGULAR MEETING

9/21
10/19
11/16
12/21
1/18

SEPTEMBER LBARA PROGRAM
LYNDIA, from the Lake Havsau
City Lighthouse Club will be
presenting a program on the history of the 25 lighthouses that
have been constructed up and
down Lake Havasu.

LOCAL REPEATERS
LOCATION
Bullhead City
Kingman
Lake Havasu City
Lake Havasu City
Lake Havasu City
Lake Havasu City
Havasu Landing
Needles, CA
Lake Havasu City

FREQ.

OFFSET

PL

146.820
Down
123.0
147.240
Down
123.0
146.620
Down
131.8
146.960
Down
162.2
146.700
Down
131.8
146.640
Down
156.7
147.030
Up
156.7
147.300
Up
156.7
449.125
Down
67.0
MARS = Mohave Amateur Radio System
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SYSTEM
MARS (Linked)
MARS (Linked)
MARS (Linked)
W7DXJ
K7LHC
K7LHC EOC
SB Sheriff
SB Sheriff
WIN System

(continued from page 1)

With the 25 lighthouses we have licenses for each one starting with special event call
N7A through N7Z. The more operators and stations we can get involved the more exciting special event this will be for all the stations that will be attempting to work all of
the 25 locations. We will be setting up portable stations as near as we can to each of
the locations of the Lighthouses. More details will be provided at the September club
meeting, next month’s October club meeting and also on the LBARA.ORG web site.
Those that are interested in joining the fun and participating please let us know at the
September and October club meetings. We hope all of you will be attending this upcoming Club meeting on September 21, 2017. See you there!

LBARA PROVIDES COMMUNICATION FOR THE
GROUP SPONSORING “YOU WALK”
YOU MATTER provides aid to individuals touched by suicide for
both young and old. You Matter is a community group of local organizations including schools, hospice, social welfare and concerned citizens.

Brue Hunt (N6BRH). Sharon Fisher
(K7WZB) and Garry Fisher (K9WZB)

Jodi Rasmussen
(N7DIX)

LBARA’s new vests
for ARES Emergency
Communication
events.

Jerry France (K7LY
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Ham Shack Spotlight
W7AX the Spot Light is on you!
This month Gary Fisher (K9WZB) visited the shack of Lee St. Clair, W7AX

This summer we had the opportunity to go in our RV up to Polson, Montana and see Lee and Deann
his lovely wife. We spent several days at his QTH admiring his new home and of course his new ham shack and antenna
installation. Some of you might not know Lee but he was and still is a member of our club. He left Lake Havasu City a few
years ago to return to his roots in Montana.
When it comes to ham radio, everybody has a story and here’s W7AX, Lee St. Clair’s. “I got interested in short wave listening way back in the late 40’s. In about 1948 I went to an estate sale and they had a strange looking radio for sale. It happened to be a Hallicrafters SX43. I bought it for the staggering sum of $35. Fortunately for me it worked. Some time later,
I was telling a buddy of mine that I thought I would sell it. He suggested that since he was interested in ham radio that maybe we both should take some lessons at a local ham club…so we did. In those days your first license was a novice license.
We both drove to Portland, Oregon and passed the novice test. It wasn’t so easy to do in those days like it is now. You
were not allowed to use notes, books nor anything else and the questions they asked were never revealed until the day of
the test. This was all done by a guy from the FCC and he was pretty tough. After getting the license finally about 2 months
later we were finally able to get on the air. But in those days novices could only work with a crystal controlled radio and
CW only. There were several manufacturers of novice rigs. I decided on the Viking Adventure which ran the novice limit
of 50 watts. It was such an experience to make that first transmission and hope someone would answer. The problem was
you didn’t dare spend too much time operating because you had to upgrade within one year to a general class . The General
class then was far more difficult than the Extra class is today. You were expected to draw a diagram of a circuit without any
aids. You never knew what circuit you were going to be asked to draw . It could be a Colpitts oscillator or anything else.
They asked me to draw a full wave rectifier circuit using 4 vacuum tubes. If you passed the written, then and only then
could you take the CW test at 13 WPM. You needed to not only receive 13 WPM with no mistakes in any 5 minute period, but you also had to prove you could send that fast as well. If you had a sloppy fist, you might not pass. I did pass OK
but with lots of sweat all through the test.
Then came the agonizing wait to receive the call sign and the right to get on the air. This took a month in my case. In those
days you couldn’t get on the air until you had the license in your hand. I got my first license K7DON in 1951. Since that
time I have worked stations all over the world…over 300 different ones. Some of the countries I worked back then are not
even the same countries today.
Fast forward a few years. I got involved with building my own gear later on and later yet, designing my own gear. There
are about 10 high power amplifiers still out there on the air that I custom built for various people. One is right there in
Lake Havasu today! I preferred using the Eimac 4-1000A for a final tube in most amps I built.
Fast forward a few years. I got involved with building my own gear later on and later yet, designing my own gear. There
are about 10 high power amplifiers still out there on the air that I custom built for various people. One is right there in
Lake Havasu today! I preferred using the Eimac 4-1000A for a final tube in most amps I built.
At one time I had a collection of different radios, as many as 150 at one time…all working of course. Some were Collins
Radio, some Hallicrafters, some National Radio. Even today I often operate with my vintage Collins gear from the late
50’s. These days are spent repairing older radios. Usually free gratis to give back to the ham community in general. But
even that is becoming more rare these days.
(continued on page 5)
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(continued from page 5)

Ham radio itself has changed with the times. Today we have some very sophisticated equipment at our disposal. But at the
end of the day, that signal you hear still sounds exactly the same as it did in 1951. Today I don’t operate so much as I have
way too much stuff always on my plate. I used to think retirement gave you lots of free time. How wrong I am!
In summary, let me just say this to the new comers to ham radio. Be the best operator you can and learn all you can when
you can and treat radio transmission with respect. Abide by the rules and you’ll always be ahead.”

UPCOMING Activities and Hamfests
Copafest 2017 - ARRL AZ State Convention - October 28, 2017, Maricopa, AZ
Oro Valley ARC Hamfest - November 11th, 2017, Marana Middle School, Marana, AZ
Harkfest Tailgate Hamfest - Novermber 18th, Congress, AZ
2018 Thunderbird Hamfest - January 13th, 2018, Phoenix, AZ
2018 Arizona Section Convention/Yuma Hamfest, February 16-17, 2018, Yuma, AZ
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CHARLIE GETS HIS NEW HAM RADIO PLATE
(CHARLIE, K0TAN,…..SAYS IT’S “EASY-PEASY!)
Arizona Amateur Radio License Plate is new August 9, 2017. ARCA (Amateur Radio Council of Arizona) receives $17 each
year of the $25 annual cost of this license plate. There are currently about 1,000 Ham plates in AZ, and 20,000 hams. If over
½ of us get ham plates, that’s $200,000 per year for education, emergency preparedness and scholarships.
The money goes to ARCA, of which LBARA is a
We just received a $500 grant from ARCA for our

member club. I am currently the delegate to ARCA.
AREDN build

Getting your own license is easy. I did it the other

day and here is what you do.

Visit this web site: https://
personalizedChoiceSelection.do?plateChoice=124

servicearizona.com/webapp/vehicle/plates/

Note that Amateur Radio plate cannot be ordered on line, so you complete the application and go to MVD or, if you feel
lucky, drop it in the mail.
Visit this site and print the application: https://azdot.gov/docs/default-source/mvd-forms-pubs/96-0143.pdf?sfvrsn=37

If you already have a handicapped plate, you can fill out the application mark the handicapped block, and they will check your
registration and apply the disabled logo to left of your call sign. If you want a new handicapped logo, get your doctor to sign
the appropriate form.
Take your Amateur license, registration, signed doctor form if applicable, this application and $30 ($25 + shipping) to
the MVD. It took me about an hour. Amy was amazing – she took longer because this was her first Ham plate.

Here’s one of LBARA’s longterm members adjusting his
newly installed mobile. You’ll
have to guess just who this is!
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FOR SALE/TRADE
List your ham radio equipment here. Contact your
Editor, Jerry France at 855.7941 or
grf@npgcable.com.

IF YOU HAVEN’T DONE SO YET, HERE’S A
SLICK WAY TO GATHER MORE DONATIONS
FOR LBARA
First go to ----

smile.amazon.com

Look for LBARA London Bridge Amateur Radio Association and mark it as your
charity.
Every time you purchase something from Amazon go to
Smile.amazon.com
The Amazon page comes up just the same as you have done
before. The key here is to go to smile.amazon.com page each
and everytime you order from Amazon.
Your purchases will provide from Amazon a .05% donation to LBARA.
It
doesn’t affect your cost in any way than if you went directly to Amazon.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE

LBARA OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

www.lbara.org

Garry Fisher

President

Nick Rozos

Vice-President

Jerry France

Treasurer/Membership

Shelly Culbertson

Secretary

Tim Lopspeich

Director (2 YR)

Charlie Kotan

Director (2 YR)

Tom Hutter

Director (1YR)

If you have anything you would like to see included in
these issues, please let me know. I’m always looking for
articles, news items, construction articles, or anything
that might be of interest to our readers. You can contact

Jodi Rasmussen

Director (1YR)

me at 928.855.7941 or email at grf@npgcable.com..

Joe Merrill

Sgt-at-Arms

FROM THE EDITOR
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L.B.A.R.A
P.O. BOX 984
LAKE HAVASU CITY
ARIZONA 86405
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