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From the President’s Desk……Garry Fisher K9WZB   

 

This month I want to talk with all of you and I hope you read this and where I am coming from.   

Ham radio is a like a “road map”. There are many choices in ham radio to get involved in.  This platter of 

choices must be presented to new hams.   

Ham radio’s road map is like a big picture of all the facets of amateur radio.  Let’s look as just a few. There 

is satellite radio for hams that want to connect to other hams or the space station through this means.  There 

are digital modes that allow a constant variety of contacts and way of using your computer.  There is fast 

scan TV a way to put your own TV station on the air and talk and see other hams as they operate. There is 

contesting, DXing, chasing special event stations and working all states, countries, and grid squares. There 

are all kinds of nets and gathering groups on the radio about different types of  topics.  Some are ham relat-

ed and some have nothing to do with ham radio.  You may be more interested in building electronic devices 

or repairing those radios that become sick.  The list is endless as to the many facets of ham radio.  

I believe all amateur radio operators need an Elmer.  I don’t care if you have been a ham radio operator for 

60 years you will on an occasion need some assistance from another ham.  Likewise, our newly licensed 

hams need nurturing and that’s where Elmering comes in. Our members who provide Elmering are the best 

solution to assuring long term commitment of our newly licensed operators to ham radio.  To provide a 2-

meter handheld as the ultimate reason for getting one’s license is doomed for failure for a new licensed ham.  

Think about how long the new ham will enjoy ham radio if he turns on his radio and there is nobody to talk 

to. How often have you heard a ham call out on the repeater and no one answered. Why I bet there are sev-

eral hams that are constantly patrolling the repeater frequencies and will not pick up the microphone and 

answer a plea from a new ham trying to make his radio work.  

By far the most important factor is Elmering our new and been around a while hams.  Putting on a PL259 is 

a challenge and to do so does require some knowledge. Building an antenna requires knowledge.  I know 

some of this was on the exam but how many really understood what all those formulas were about.  

(continued on page 3) 
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LBARA MEETING SCHEDULE 

MONTH BOARD REGULAR 

APR NOTE: BOARD  4/19 

MAY MEETINGS WILL NOW 5/17 

SEPT  TAKE PLACE ONE  9/20 

OCT  HOUR PRIOR TO THE 10/18 

NOV REGULAR MEETING   11/15 

LOCAL REPEATERS 
LOCATION FREQ. OFFSET PL SYSTEM 

Bullhead City 146.820 Down 123.0 MARS (Linked) 

Kingman 147.240 Up 123.0 MARS (Linked) 

Lake Havasu City 146.620 Down 131.8 MARS (Linked) 

Lake Havasu City 146.960 Down 162.2 W7DXJ 

Lake Havasu City 146.700 Down 131.8 K7LHC 

Lake Havasu City 146.640 Down 156.7 K7LHC EOC 

Havasu Landing 147.030 Up 156.7 SB Sheriff 

Needles, CA 147.300 Up 156.7 SB Sheriff 

Lake Havasu City 449.125 Down 67.0 WIN System 

MARS = Mohave Amateur Radio System 

APRIL LBARA PROGRAM 

Learn all about Fox 

Hunting.  Antenna build-

ing for Fox Hunting will 

occur at a workshop on 

April 28th.  A Fox Hunt 

will be scheduled for the 

Fall.  Be ready with this 

information. 
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(continued from page 1) 

Our club will be judged by our members willing to help others with their needs and how they are treated when 

they first walk through our door.  

Our club has made great strides in welcoming new guests to our club. I had never seen so many guests join 

our club after just one visit as I did at our last club meeting.  This is a reflection on you as being a part of 

LBARA fraternity.  Every new member brings strength and knowledge to our group. Every new member 

brings new ideas and interesting topics to reward us all.  

As we reflect on the closing of March, I was thrilled to see so much involvement of our members in the activi-

ties that went on this month.  As we close out the month with our classes to help new hams get their license 

just remember the license is just the beginning and we will need each of you to help Elmer them along. 

London  Bridge ARA Continues With Its Educational/Licensing Training  

LBARA  continues it’s educational program this spring with a new goup of potential amateur radio operators 

This year four instructors Steve K7SWF, Jerry K7LY, Charlie K0TAN and Garry K9WZB  dividing up the 10 

sessions of instructional material to provide further assistance in helping participants in passing  the technician 

class license.   Mike KI7NTI provide the 10 participants before each session the questions to help them follow 

along. On April 21, the class will participate in taking the technician class examination. We wish them all good 

luck in their pursuit of this wonderful  hobby. 

♦ The pharmacist asked me my birth date again today. I’m pretty sure she’s going to get me something.  

♦ Denny’s has a slogan, “If it’s your birthday, the meal is on us.” If you’re in Denny’s and it’s your 

birthday, your life sucks! 

♦ The reason Mayberry was so peaceful and quiet was because nobody was married: Andy, Aunt Bea, 

Barney, Floyd, Howard, Goober, Gomer, Sam, Earnest T Bass, Helen, Thelma Lou, Clara and, of 

course, Opie were all single. The only married person was Otis, and he stayed drunk most of the time. 
  

♦ I always wondered what the job application is like at Hooters. Do they just give you a bra and say, 

“Here, fill this out?” 
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Ham Shack Spotlight of the month April  2018   By Garry Fisher K9WZB 

Steve, K7SWF, the Spotlight is on YOU! 

 

 

Steve became interested in ham radio back in 1960-61 but before he was able to pursue the hobby he entered into 

the military in 1964 for 6 years. 

He reenlisted in the Navy in the CB’s where he received training in heavy construction equipment at his Califor-

nia location.  After his training they moved Steve all over in construction projects. When Steve got out of the Na-

vy he decided to go to the union office and see if there were any good jobs driving heavy construction equip-

ment. Unfortunately he said, they were not hiring and that changed his plan for employment.  He began to seek 

alternative work and soon found a company needing truck drivers to haul tomatoes to Florida.  After about 15 

years in trucking he started working for a construction company, Henkels & McCoy’s, working in electrical and 

construction.  A program that was available that Steve became involved in was teaching. The company was in-

volved in teaching new skills to people finding it difficult to find the necessary skills needed to compete in the 

labor market. 

After he got out of the military in 1970 Steve started to be interested in ham radio again.  Steve found out about a 

club in his town of Harrisburg, Illinois where he was living at the time. When he went to the club meeting he 

found out about repeaters and this triggered his interest in pursuing his ham license.  He found out at the meeting 

that they had a VEC in town and they were offering testing for ham licenses.  

Steve studied for the upcoming test and passed it.  For Steve this was not a real problem because he was interest-

ed and involved in electronics for many years and had also been assigned to the military school to learn code as a 

communications technician.  They sent Steve to Florida where he spent 8 hours a day listening to code tapes and 

then returned in the evening for 4 more hours to reach a required 25 word a minute proficiency.  Steve got up to 

23 words a minute and could not pick up the remaining two words for the level the military required. This, Steve 

said would have been a good time to take the ham test but he didn’t.   

After his military life he returned to Harrisburg, Illinois where he acquired his technician class license. Later he 

became grandfathered in as a general class license.   

Steve has had a lot of experience over the years in electronics. When he joined the local ham club he became in-

volved with several projects. He, along with a few of the other members, got involved in building a repeater for 

the club.  After completing the repeater he had the task of finding a place to put it.  After Steve worked through 

the local cable company, discussing with them the importance of repeaters in emergency work, they offered 

space for the repeater antenna on their 300 foot tower and use of their building to house the repeater. 

When Steve first started in ham radio he went to some of the surplus stores and bought a J-38 key and some sur-

plus radios.  He was told that some will work and some might not.  So he would buy several and use them for 

parts to get at least one of the radios operational.  

Later on, due to lack of funds for his own personal radios at the time, he started building Heathkit equipment. He 

started off by building a crystal style radio for 2-meters. Later he bought the HW101 Heathkit and assembled this 

radio for his low band station. As part of the station he built a 3 element 15 meter beam.  Later he got involved in 

Slow Scan TV.   
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(continued from page 4) 

As part of the station he built a 3 element 15 meter beam.  Later he got involved in Slow Scan TV.  This mode 

led into proving a network of TV viewing for the local residents at the area nursing homes. The club set up TV’s 

and broadcasted the local church services to residents of the nursing homes that couldn’t leave to attend church.  

This went on for about 4 years.  

In 1994 Steve bought his first major radio a Yaesu FT-840.  After adding a dipole in his back yard Steve was on 

the air. Back then people were more amazed by ham radio and what you could do.  He had friends come over 

and after seeing his station set up wanted to know what it was.  After he explained what it would do they were 

amazed that you could talk to people all over the USA and the world.   

Steve now operates a lot of digital modes such as JT-65, PSK31 and FT8.  He is currently using a signal Link for 

his sound card along with his low band radio to produce his digital modes. Steve is very involved in building 

usable items for ham radio.  Some of his items are built using a 3D printer. This is a really neat machine that can 

build items for many applications.  

Steve is currently a board member of London Bridge Amateur Radio Association.  Steve has been very active in 

the club and is always ready to help out and get involved in the clubs’ activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               

 

 

 

 

Here Steve is holding a CW key he de-

signed and made using the 3D printer 

for some of the parts. 

Steve at his well-equiped station. 

 

Steve’s 

antennas 
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UPCOMING Activities and Hamfests 
Arizona State Convention along with the Prescott Hamfest - June 1st through June 2th, 

Emory-Riddle Aeronautical University, 3700 Willow Creek Road, Prescott, AZ 

 

 

 

Most seniors never get enough exercise. In His wisdom God decreed that seniors become forgetful so 

they would have to search for their glasses, keys and other things, thus doing more walking. And God 

looked down and saw that it was good. 
 

Then God saw there was another need. In His wisdom, He made seniors lose co-ordination so they 

would drop things, requiring them to bend, reach, and stretch. And God looked down and saw that it 

was good. 

 

Then God considered the function of bladders and decided seniors would have additional calls of na-

ture, requiring more trips to the bathroom, thus providing more exercise.  God looked down and saw 

that it was good. 

 

So, if you find as you age, you are getting up and down more, remember it's God's will. It is all in your 

best interest even though you mutter under your breath. 

 

Nine Important Facts to Remember as We Grow Older  

 

#9 - Death is the number 1 killer in the world. 

 

#8 - Life is sexually transmitted. 

 

#7 - Good health is merely the slowest possible rate at which one can die. 

 

#6 - Men have 2 motivations: hunger and hanky-panky, and they can't tell them apart. If you see a 

gleam in his eyes, make him a sandwich. 

 

#5 - Give a person a fish and you feed them for a day. Teach a person to use the Internet and they 

won't bother you for weeks, months, maybe years. 

 

#4 - Health nuts are going to feel stupid someday, lying in the hospital, dying of nothing. 

 

#3 - All of us could take a lesson from the weather. It pays no attention to criticism. 

 

#2 - In the 60's, people took LSD to make the world weird. Now the world is weird, and people take 

Prozac to make it normal. 

 

#1 - Life is like a jar of jalapeno peppers. What you do today may be a burning issue tomorrow.   

 

Please share this wisdom with others, while I go to the bathroom :) 
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FOR SALE/TRADE 

———————————————————————- 

K4KIO Hex Beam 6– 20 Meters, $495 

Garry - K9WZB 

 

 

 

LBARA OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS  

      
 Garry Fisher  President 

 Nick Rizos  Vice-President 

 Jerry France  Treasurer/Membership 

 Shelly Culbertson       Secretary 

 Steve Stocker  Director (1 YR) 

 Charlie Kotan  Director (2 YR) 

 Tom Hutter  Director (1YR) 

 Jodi Rasmussen  Director (2YR) 

 Mike Murphy  Sgt-at-Arms 

 Jerry France  Static Editor 

FROM THE EDITOR 

 If you have anything you would like to see included in 

these issues, please let me know. I’m always looking for 

articles, news items, construction articles, or anything 

that might be of interest to our readers.  You can contact 

me at 928.855.7941 or email at grf@npgcable.com.. 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE 

www.lbara.org 
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Party Time Again March 2018 Picnic and Mini HamFest 

Doug making a purchase  

Ed AB7EM  trying to make up his mind what 

he needs to take home. 

 

Burgers and 

buns are 

cooking! 

Sharon K7WZB and Mary K7HAV  
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Results of the March 2018 Emergency Sprint Contest 

86403  Division  

Call                      #of contacts         Multipliers       Total Score   

*K9WZB                    10                             4                          40     

KX7P                            8                             3                          24 

K7WZB                        7                             3                           21 

W7OJT                        8                             4                            32 

KC0MLH                     4                             3                             12 

N7WST                       1                             1                               1 

86404 Division 

*KC7GDJ                     9                             3                            27 

K7AWF                        7                             3                            21 

86406 Division 

*W2ODM                  12                            5                             60 

KI7CDT                         7                            4                             28 

W7NRX 

WA2ODH                    1                               1                             1 

85344 Division 

*KF7RNT                      3                           2                                6 

* Denotes region certificate winner  

♦ Today a man knocked on my door and asked for a small donation towards the local swimming pool. I 

gave him a glass of water. 

♦ A recent study has found that women who carry a little extra weight, live longer than the men who 

mention it. 

♦ My therapist says I have a preoccupation with vengeance. We'll see about that. 

♦ My 60 year kindergarten reunion is coming up soon and I’m worried about the 175 pounds I’ve 

gained since then. 

♦ Money can’t buy happiness, but it keeps the kids in touch! 
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2018 Forum on Ham Radio Continues on 

the 10
th

 and 17
th

 of March  

Shack In A Box Discussion on Anderson Poles  and how to 

assemble  
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LBARA Meeting in March 15
th

, 2018  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preparing the Snack bar 

Sharon K7WZB for the 

monthly QSO Party! 

The Prize table ready. 

It’s Party Time! 
Raffle Man Randy K7JRW  


